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EZV0VZCZCEEA4 69 Received Washington CommCen 

00 WTE10 1:22 PM Mondav § December l^co 

DE WTE 254 6 

Received LBJ Ranch CommCen 

FROM WALT ROSTOW 2:23 PM Monday 5 December 1966 

TO THE PRESIDENT 
CITE CAP661177 

9 0 P 9 E 0 R ’ E ^ T NOD IS EYES ONLY 

((LITERALLY EYES ONLY FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM WALT ROSTOW)) 

HEREWITH THE POLES THROW A BLOCK ACROSS THE WARSAW CONTACT. 

WE WILL BE GETTING BACK TO YOU LATER IN THE DAY WITH SUGGESTIONS 
FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION AS TO OUR RESPONSE. 

TEXT OF CABLE FROM WARSAW (1363) 

FOR THE PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY 


1. I WAS CALLED TO FORNMIN 11:30 A.M. DEC. 5 3Y DIRGEN 
MICHALOWSKI WHO, AFTER DETERMING THAT I KNEW WHAT MEETING 
WAS ABOUT, TOOK ME IN TO SEE FORNMIN RAPACKI. 

2. RAPACKI REMARKED THAT POLES ARE AGAIN TRYING TO PLAY 
CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE IN ENDING VIET NAM WAR AND EXPRESSED 
HOPE AND WISH THAT THIS ATTEMPT WILL BEAR FRUIT. 


3. RAPACKI THEN RECOUNTED PRIOR EVENTS, BEGINNING WITH 
TWO NOVEMBER MEETINGS BETWEEN LODGE AND LEWANDOWSKI IN 
WHICH LODGE EXPRESSED USG DESIRE FOR POLITICAL SETTLEMENT 
AND DESCRIBED USG ATTITUDE TOWARD BASIS OF PEACEFUL SETTLE 
MENT. BECAUSE DURING SECOND TALK LODGE SAID HE WAS EXPRESS 
ING NOT ONLY HIS VIEWS BUT THOSE OF "DECISIVE CENTER OF 
AUTHORITY IN WASHINGTON," POLES HAVE CONCLUDED THAT LODGE 
EXPRESSED OFFICIAL USG POSITION. 


4. RAPACKI CONTINUED THAT ON DEC. 1, AFTER RETURN OF 
LEWANDOWSKI FROM HANOI, LEWANDOWSKI HAD THIRD MEETING WITH 
LODGE IN WHICH HE GAVE A RESUME OF USG POSITION AS HE HAD 
UNDERSTOOD IT FROM THE TWO PREVIOUS CONVERSATIONS. AFTER 
LODGE CONFIRMED LEWANDOWSKI* S RESUME, LEWANDOWSKI SAID 
CONTACT OF USG AND NORTH VIETNAMESE AMBASSADORS IN 
WARSAW WOULD HAVE SUPPORT OF POLES. 
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5. CONTINUING HIS ACCOUNT OF PRIOR EVENTS, RAPACKI SAID 
THAT ON THE AFTERNOON OF DEC. 3 , AT A FOURTH MEETING 
BETWEEN LODGE AND LEWANDOWSKI, LODGE, ON THE BASIS OF 

THE PRESIDENT'S INSTRUCTIONS, READ A STATEMENT AS FOLLOWS: 

A. THE PRESIDENT WILL INSTRUCT THE U. S. EMBASSY IN 
WARSAW TO CONTACT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR IN WARSAW 
ON DEC. 6 OR AS SOON AS POSSIBLE THEREAFTER. 

B. THE U.S. EMBASSY IN WARSAW WILL BE IN A POSITION ON 
DEC. 6 TO CONFIRM TO THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR THAT 
THE LEWANDOWSKI DEC. I RESUME OF THE LODGE-LEW ANDOW SKI 
CONVERSATIONS BROADLY REFLECTS THE POSITION OF THE USG. 

C. "WE MUST ADD THAT SEVERAL SPECIFIC POINTS ARE 
SUBJECT TO IMPORTANT DIFFERENCES OF INTERPRETATION." 

6. RAPACKI SAID THAT LODGE WAS UNABLE AT THE DEC. 3 
MEETING TO PRECISELY SAY WHICH POINTS WERE SUBJECT TO 
DIFFERENCES OF INTERPRETATION AND WHAT THE NATURE OF THESE 
DIFFERENCES OF INTERPRETATION MIGHT BE. 

7. RAPACKI THEN STATED THAT QUESTION OF INTERPRETATION 
PUT IN DOUBT WHOLE BASIS ON WHICH CONTACT WITH NORTH 
VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR IN WARSAW WAS TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE. 

HE EXPRESSED GRAVE CONCERN AS TO HOW EQUIVOCATION WILL 
BE READ BY HANOI. HE ADDED THAT POLES MUST TRANSMIT USG 
POSITION TO NVN GOVT., AND THAT RATHER THAN A GENERAL 
REFERENCE TO DIFFERENCES OF INiER PRETATION IT WOULD BE 
BETTER IF POSITION TRANSMITTED CONTAIwED STATEMENT DE- 
FINING DIFFERENCES OF INiERPRETAT IOw WE HAVE IN MIND. 

HE SAID SUCH A STATEMENi MIGHT HAVE A SIGNIFICANT EFFECT 
ON HANOI’S ATTITUDE TOWARD BOTH A MEETING IN WARSAW AND 
THE WHOLE PROBLEM. 

8. RAPACKI THEN ASKED WHAT CAN BE i HE POSITION OF POLAND 
IN ITS ROLE AS INTERMEDIARY IF AFTER ALL THE 
CONVERSATIONS WHICH WERE HELD AND STATEMENTS MADE THERE 
STILL REMAINS THIS DOUBT? HE ASKED AGAIN H_W THIS 
RESERVATION WILL BE READ BY HANOI, PARTICULARLY WITH 
INTENSIFICATION OF BOMBING NEAR HANOI SUBSEQUENT TO 

THE LODGE-LEWANDOWSKI CONVERSATIONS? HE SAID THESE 
QUESTIONS HAD ALREADY BEEN RAISED BY LEWANDOWSKI DURING 
HIS DEC. 3 CONVERSATION WITH LODGE. 


PRESi-'VvV:... 


COPY LB*J LIBRAR 


* 


9. RAPACKI SAID THAT IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE IF LAST 
PARA OF LODGE* S DEC. 3 STATEMENT (ON DIFFERENCES IN 
INTERPRETATION) HAD NOT BEEN FORMULATED IN THE FIRST 
PLACE. HE SUGGESTED THAT THIS PARA BE DELETED ON THE 
BASIS THAT IT WAS INSERTED AS A RESULT OF MISUNDERSTANDINGS 
WHICH HAVE NOW BEEN CLARIFIED. 

10. RAPACKI SAID THAT IF POLES WERE TO TRANSMIT TO 
HANOI STATEMENT AS READ BY LODGE ON DEC. 3, THE MOST 
FAVORABLE RESPONSE THAT COULD BE FORSEEN AS REACTION 
BY HANOI IS A REEXAMINATION OF WHOLE MATTER AGAIN FROM 
THE BEGINNING. THIS WOULD MEAN, HE ADDED, THAT THE 
CONTACT IN WARSAW WOULD HAVE TO BE POSTPONED. 


11. RAPACKI SAID THAT LEWANDOWSKI HAS BEEN ASKED TO 
CONTACT LODGE FOR CLARIFICATION OF DEC. 3 NOTE. HE 
SAID I HAT THE POLES ARE HOLDING UP CONVEYING INFORMATION 
TO HANOI IN HOPES OF OBTAINING IMPROVED VERSION. BUT 
OBSERVED THAT THEY HAVE NO RIGHT TO DELAY TOO LONG 
CONVEYING INFORMATION TO HANOI. 


12. RAPACKI ASKED THAT I TRANSMIT TO THE PRESIDENT 
THE POLES DEEP CONCERN CAUSED BY MODIFICATION OF USG 
POSITION WHICH HAS BEEN SIGNALED BY THE DEC. 3 DECLAR- 

L0DGE AND HIS H0PE THAT PARA 0N DIFFERENCES 
OF INTERPRETATION CAN BE DELETED ON GROUNDS THAT IT 

WAS BASED ON MISUNDERSTANDINGS WHICH HAVE SINCE BEEN 
CLAR if ied • 


J5:* T0LD RAPACKI THAT I WOULD IMMEDIATELY CONVEY HIS 
CONCERN AND PROPOSAL TO THE PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY AND 
CONTACT HIM AS SOON AS I RECEIVED A REPLY. 
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